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2016 Annual Report 

Introduction 

2015 has been a year to regroup and make changes. We have regrouped and refocused on issues brought forward by the farmers in 

the Marsh.  Assistance has been provided on municipal, provincial and federal issues. We have helped over 25 farmers with various 

issues throughout the Marsh this year.   

The HMGA website has been redesigned to help the farmers. A resource section has been added and has been accessed by not only 

HMGA farmers but by farmers throughout Ontario and Canada. We continue to add as we find more to pass on to you. 

A newsletter was created and is sent out twice a year so that farmers can know what we are doing and what is new. It is emailed 

out, found on our website, as well as copies can be found at the Co-op. 

This past year we have been very successful in achieving a working relationship with MOE. It is said they we are now viewed as their 

“client”. We have worked hand in hand on numerous issues this year ranging from treating washwater, water taking permits to 

discharges plans. The MOECC is now working with us on a plan to streamline the ECA process and approvals. We will continue to 

work on this and keep open lines of communication working. 

 

Services 

Some of the services we provide are: 

1) BUILDING PERMITS  

Throughout the year we were consulted by 3 farmers to assist with issues they were having with their building permits. 

 

2) MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES 

The MOECC has been looking at both discharges into the environment, specifically point sources like vegetable washing 

facilities as well as a new focus on auditing water taking permits and septic systems. 

 

3) NOTAWASSAGA VALLEY CONVERSATION AUTHORITY 

We assisted 3 farms with getting permits. As well, we sat in on several meetings with NVCA on various topics.  By sitting at 

these meetings, it allowed us to have input for the farmers. 

 

4) FOOD SAFETY 

The attention surrounding certified food safety programs continues to grow. New conditions placed into CanadaGAP last 

year requires any company that is buying produce only purchase from those that have certification. Thus, there is an 

increased push towards certifying all farms. Resources are available from OMAFRA for basic food safety procedures and 

information on the CanadaGAP program – which offers third-party auditing required by some buyers – is available on the 

HMGA website. 

 

5) FOREIGN WORKER PROGRAM 

Throughout the year we assisted various farmers with their postings and paperwork for this program.  As well, we have 

assisted 2 farmers this year with some issues that arose in that process. 

 

6) FORKLIFT & FIRST AID COURSES 

Forklift safety and first aid courses were held last summer for those requiring training. Another course for either topic can 

be hosted this summer provided there is enough interest. 
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7) ROAD ISSUES 

We have been consulting with both townships for various issues concerning roads in this area. 

1) Lights at bridge street to Hwy 11 

2) Morris Extension 

3) Peterman Lane Proposed Extension 

4) Graham Side Road Bridge  

 

8) WORK PLACE SAFETY BOXES 

An initiative through the Ministry of Labour has produced an ‘Occupational Health Resource Tool Box’. This box contains 
material relating to health and safety of workers and employers. They come in different languages and are available for free. 

They can be used as a tool to train and promote safe working conditions on a farm. 

 

9) OMAFRA 

We have continued to build our relationship this year with OMAFRA.  By doing so we are now looking at the possibility of 

two new research projects coming forward in the next government fiscal year.  We will continue to meet with them, give 

our input when requested, as well as suggestions of farmers’ needs and concerns.  

 

10) LATORNELL CONSERVATION SYMPOSIUM 

HMGA was approached by the Latornell group to provide a large farmers market display and educational booth at this 3 

day event which brings together conservation authority staff from across the province.  We handed out over 400 bags of 

carrots, entertained many questions and had the movie playing throughout.  On the second day at lunch Jody present to a 

room of over 300 two clips from the Marsh Muckers Tale as well as facts about the Marsh and how important it is buy local 

and support the local farmers. 

 

11) OFVGA TOUR 

This year’s OFVGA tour was in the Marsh.  The approximately 90 participants were bused to Springdale CRC and split into 

three groups. They then rotated between three stations. One was a talk of the history of the Marsh. The second was a 

two-fold presentation where Frank Jonkman gave them an overview of the rebuilding of the canal while Charlie Lalonde 

gave them an overview of the HMGA Water Project. The last station was at Carron Farms were they got a tour of the box 

program and a presentation about it. Once all this was completed, buses where loaded and they headed to Brays. Once 

there, they were brought to the field and got to see carrots being harvested. Lunch was then served in the museum and 

everyone was able to wander around before a final stop at MCRS. A great day was had by all of those who attended. 

 

12) SEVERAL TOURS WITH VARIOUS GROUPS 

Throughout the 2015 growing season the HMGA facilitated 7 different tours throughout the Marsh.  These involved groups 

of school kids through to busloads of Japanese Famers. Our Marsh continues to be an education site for all ages and 

visitors. 

 

13) SOUPFEST 

As in previous years HMGA partnered with King Township and Town of Bradford for Soupfest, with King taking the lead. 

This event was another great success despite the cold weather. The venue was filled to capacity and the pots were empty 

by 3:00.  A great time was had by all. 
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14) CONSERVATION ONTARIO 

We attended meetings on and had input into the New Guidelines for Agriculture Permits CA Regulated Areas.  This has 

been reviewed and many changes have been made.  It has been done to help and make it an easier procedure for all.  It is 

due to be released in the next couple of months and will be found in our resource section on the website. 

 

15) CARROTFEST 

HMGA was approached to have a large visible role this year at Carrotfest.  We brought 10 skids of carrots in on a wagon 

to the middle of the festival.  They were then unloaded and handed out through the day.  It was a great hit with the 

community. As well we had a booth to educate those of what the “giant garden” around them is and who it feeds.  Many 

living in the community thought it went to only local farmers markets.  Through using your trivia wheel and conversations 

we sent consumers out to their grocery stores looking for Marsh products. 

 

16) BREAKFAST TV 

As part of Local Food Week, the HMGA was asked to be on Breakfast TV for the kick off.  We participated by bringing a 

vintage tractor, a farmers market and Gwilly, Bradford’s town mascot with us.  We got a lot of social media feedback from 

people seeing this.  It was great promotion for buying local and what is grown in the Marsh. As well, HMGA had the Town 

of Bradford fly the HMGA and Foodland Ontario flags at the clock tower for the week.  The Muck Crops Research Station 

flew the HMGA flag as well which drivers on the 400 highway were able to see. 

 

17) INTERNATIONAL CARROT CONFERENCE 

This event was put on by University of Guelph at the Notawassaga Inn. We assisted by sponsoring the lanyards as well 

helping with various tasks. 

 

18) MUCK VEGETABLE GROWERS CONFERENCE 

Both the HMGA and the Water Project had a presence at this conference, from having booth displays, presenting as well as 

moderating a session.  Farmers were able to find out what services we can assist with.  A lot of questions around 

CanadaGAP were asked. 

 

19) 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DREDGING OF THE HOLLAND MARSH 

Town of Bradford invited the HMGA out to raise the flag for the 90th Anniversary of the dredging of the Holland Marsh.  It 

was well attended. There was media coverage and once again the residents were educated on the Marsh, its history, who 

its feeds as well the economic impact it has on this area. 

 

20) QUEENS PARK GOLDEN HORSESHOE DAY 

This is an annual event that we are invited to participate in.  Over 60 Greater Golden Horseshoe Representatives attended 

the day at Queen’s Park.  There were meetings set up so that groups of 3-4 met directly with MPPs.  They were able to 

bring up issues related to food, farming and services. 

 

21) AGKNOWLEDGE FORUM 

The AgKnowledge Forum 2016 was held in Bond Head on February 4. The focus of the day was water, with the HMGA 

Water Project taking the lead. Presentations covered the MOECC’s perspective, general washwater treatment systems and 

a farm case study, reducing water usage, phosphorus loss from fields, and tax-based project funding. The annually-held day is 

open to all, but the focus is on Simcoe County agriculture. 
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22)  LSRCA EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL RESEARCH STUDY 

The LSRCA is conducting a study on the present ways erosion is controlled within the watershed. They intend to 

investigate how effective those methods are at reducing sediment in waterways. They requested input from various groups 

and submitted a report to the board. 

 

23) OFVGA 

We continue to work with OFVGA on various issues as they arise.  We are in the early stages of helping with phosphorus 

issues and with MOECC as this relates to compliance. 

 

24) REMEMBRANCE DAY 

This year, as well as the past three years, the HMGA has participated in the Remembrance Day Services at the Bradford 

Legion by laying a wreath.  

 

25) BRADFORD BOARD OF TRADE AWARD 

The BBT gave the Non-Profit Award to the HMGA and HMGA Water Project for the work both are doing in the 

community; the Water Project with the farms and HMGA with the town and events. 

 

26) HOLLAND MARSH DRAINAGE SYSTEM JOINT MUNICIPAL SERVICES BOARD 

Throughout the year we have worked on several occasions with farmers and the board on varying issues.  We also work 

together cross-promoting both boards and their projects at a variety of events.  

 

27) FOODLAND ONTARIO AND COMMERCIALS 

Foodland Ontario approached us asking to film certain products at harvest.  Three days where spent with them to help 

facilitate this. They filmed cauliflower, beets, celery and carrots. The footage has been seen in the newest Foodland Ontario 

commercials. 

 

28) MINISTRY OF LABOUR 

A few farms had spot visits by Ministry of Labour officers. They are requesting to see safety plans in place.  Some have been 

left with binders and plans to be completed.  This is a random spot check that is being done in all sectors as part of 

workplace safety.  If you have this happen and require assistant, contact Jody and she can assist you with this. 

 

29) SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

HMGA has been working with the Toronto school board to help educate high school students.  Topics included healthy 

eating, where your food comes from and buying local.  We visited 4 high schools and provided different produce for them 

to try. 

 

30) GRANTS AND FUNDING FOR PROJECTS 

HMGA has put in three project applications for the 2016-2017 fiscal. Keep an eye on the website or the newsletter for 

updates.  As well Jody is in the process of meeting with Growing Forward2, Greenbelt, Trillium Funding, AG Canada and 

OMAFRA to see what other projects or grants are available to the organizations as well as individual farmers.  Once she 

has the information it will be passed on to you through the newsletter and on the websites under the resource section.  If 

you have specific requests or any questions, please contact her. 
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31) PLANS- MID YEAR CHECK-IN 

The HMGA is in the process of planning a mid-season (June) check in with farmers.  This way we can give you an update of 

what is going on as well as hear your concerns.  A date for the event will be out shortly. 

 

32) EMAIL LIST 

In the past year our email list has doubled.  If you are not on it and would like to get the newsletters or updates that we 

pass along please contact Jody or Bridget.   

 

33) SOCIAL MEDIA 

The social media presence of HMGA continues to grow. The Twitter account has almost tripled its followers since March 

of last year (127 to 338) and the Facebook page has grown from 229 to 317 in the same time period. Last March the 

website was averaging 200 page views per day and that has increased to over 300. 

 

34) ONTARIO FRUIT & VEGETABLE CONVENTION 

The HMGA Water Project was present with a booth at the Ontario Fruit & Vegetable Convention on February 17 & 18. 

This booth featured factsheets, news releases, and videos on technologies and trials. The purpose of the project team’s 
presence was to spread the knowledge gained to a larger audience. Lake Erie is set to release phosphorus reduction targets 

similar to the Lake Simcoe targets that set this project in motion and this new legislation will impact a much larger section 

of the horticultural industry. 

 

35) CANADAGAP AUDITOR TRAINING 

Bridget and Jody attended NSF GFTC’s CanadaGAP auditor training last week. This training certifies people to become 
auditors for the program and gives an in-depth examination of the CanadaGAP structure, manual, and auditing process. It 

also included a section on HACCP programs. 

 

36) NSF GFTC AWARD 

One of the certification bodies for CanadaGAP, NSF GFTC annually hands out awards for food safety. The Allied Trade 

category recognizes Canadian organizations that supply innovative services or products to help the food service industry 

achieve greater food safety. HMGA was chosen as one of the two finalists out of the hotly-contested category based on the 

strength of the assistance offered for CanadaGAP including the website resource page, orientation courses, and pre-

auditing services. HMGA came second behind an international pest control company. 

 

Project Updates 

Water Project 

 The Water Project will be entering its final year on April 1st. This past year has been focused on managing solids and 

nutrients present in waste washwater. Several technology tests and demonstration sites were completed both on-site and using 

representative water samples. Several outside companies including technology providers, engineers, and fabrication were involved in 

the completion of the tests. The upcoming year’s tests will include final work on nutrient removal, final steps prior to discharge, and 

evaluating functioning systems. However, the bulk of the effort will be toward producing a manual to walk those who require similar 

services through the steps of planning, installing, and maintaining a waste washwater treatment system. 

 Lessons learned from this project are available in several places. The project maintains a website (www.hmgawater.ca) 

which has basic information on the project, factsheets, a blog outlining project activities, a picture gallery, and information on 

associated projects. The factsheets and news releases are also available in hard copies. From February 2015 to 2016, daily average 
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pageviews have more than doubled from 50 to 130 and the daily average number of visitors jumped from 18 to 28. The website is 

viewed as a source of valuable information for those who are concerned with this topic. 

 As this project nears completion, it is still persistent in working towards bettering the Holland Marsh area as a whole. The 

MOECC approach at the beginning leaned towards closing down packing plants that couldn’t comply with discharge regulations 
which would have led to an area growing vast quantities of vegetables with no way to bring them to market. The change in attitude 

at the ministry level has resulted in a better relationship and they are working together with the packing plants to bring the systems 

into compliance. In the end, the goal is to minimize the impact on the environment while increasing the viability of the industry into 

the future. 

 

4R Phosphorus 

 This project proposes to build on previous phosphorus research by bringing it to the large-scale. The 4R system looks at 

four principles: right place, right time, right source, and right rate. The goal is to determine whether the present cropping systems 

are achieving yield goals while minimizing nutrient loss or if there are adjustments that can be made to increase efficiency. OMAFRA 

is the lead agency on the project and will be looking for growers to participate on a whole-field scale. 

 

Screening Ontario Grown Onion Varieties for Antioxidant Properties 

 The purpose of this project is to study the antioxidant and anti-cancer compound profiles of Ontario-grown onions. The 

goal is to determine which varieties have the highest concentrations which can then be used in the food and health industry to 

produce functional foods. Functional foods are those that have benefits outside of nutritional content and can be integrated into 

diets instead of consuming lab-produced medicines or supplements. The intent is to enhance the marketability of local produce as 

well as provide a basis for further food research. HMGA is facilitating supplying a broad range of varieties from both growers and 

MCRS. 

 

Carrot De-dirting Project 

 This project is investigating the efficiency of present soil removal technology in both the field and packing plants. The first 

phase included running carrots over a finger table with different factors at play including length of time, angle of table, and 

compressed air. The samples were evaluated for the amount of soil removed with each combination of elements. Future phases will 

include exploring alternative or additional technologies as well as further research into existing systems. OMAFRA is the lead 

researcher with assistance from the HMGA Water Project team and co-operating growers. 

  

Development of low-cost tools for in-house tracking of microbial water quality for horticultural operations 

 This project, partially funded by the Agricultural Adaptation Council is overseen by Ann Huber of Soil Research Group. It is 

focused on developing tools to be used in processing plants to test for water contamination. Water treatment systems and cleaning 

procedures could be assessed on-site without sending samples out for evaluation. This would allow for quicker results as well as 

reducing the costs associated with third-party testing. They would not replace accredited lab results, but instead supplement those 

samples. HMGA Water Project is providing water samples to assist with this research. 

 

To evaluate the effectiveness of wash water treatments to prevent or reduce the spread of plant pathogen 

 Samples of washwater are being evaluated for the presence of plant pathogens in this project. Those that are found are 

isolated, identified, and quantified to determine the viability of returning washwater or solids collected from the washwater back to 

the field. It is directed by Dr. Mary Ruth McDonald and work is completed at MCRS. The samples are being taken in conjunction 

with the HMGA Water Project and the project is providing additional funding. 
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Upcoming Events 

1) CHC, March 8 – 10, 2016 

2) PMRA March 22 – 24. 2016 

3) Muck Vegetable Growers Conference – April 12 – 13, 2016 

4) Bradford Home Show – April 23, 2016 

5) Food and Farm Care Media Tour – June 2016 

6) Queen’s Park Farmers Market – June 2016 

7) Carrotfest – August 19 – 20, 2016 

8) Farm and Food Care Breakfast on the Farm – October 2016 

9) Soupfest – October 2016 

10) School Tours – Ongoing 
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